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CONSTITUTION.
PREAMBLE.

For the purpose of securing uniformity in con
ducting business in Rebekah Lodges, the Grand
Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
of the State of Maine, ordains the following Con
stitution for the government of such lodges under
its jurisdiction:
ARTICLE I.
ORGANIZATION-

This lodge shall consist of not less than five
members, irrespective of sex, including one quali
fied to preside at its meetings, and shall be known
as Mizpah Rebekah Lodge, No. 62, I. O. O. F.,
and shall possess the powers and privileges of a
Rebekah Lodge, chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Maine.
ARTICLE II.
MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1- Qualificatons.—The following per
sons shall be eligible to membership in this lodge:
All persons who have received the Rebekah
Degree; all Odd Fellows in good standing, their
wives, daughters, sisters and mothers; also the
daughters, sisters and mothers of deceased Odd
Fellows, who at the time of their death were mem
bers of our Order; all unmarried white women.
All female applicants to be white women who
have attained the age of eighteen years
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(except that the wife of an Odd Fellow shall be
eligible at less than eighteen), and who believe in
a Supreme, Intelligent Creator and Ruler of the
Universe, and are of good moral character.
Sec. 2. Applications.—All applicants for mem
bership must be proposed at a regular meeting,
by a member of this lodge in good standing. The
application shall be in accordance with the fol
lowing form; and in case the applicant is a
brother or claims eligibility to membership by
virtue of her relationship to a brother, the appli
cation must be accompanied by a certificate from
the lodge of which the brother is a member,
certifying to the good standing of the said brother
in said lodge:
.................................. 19.........
To the Officers and Members of.................................
Rebekah Lodge, No........ I. 0.0. F..
Approving the principles of the Rebekah De
gree, I respectfully request admission into your
lodge, and I promise and agree that if elected I
will conform to the Constitution and By-laws of
your lodge.
I have.... before made application to a Re
Rebekah Lodge.
My residence is...................... I am unmarried
and am eighteen years of age. I am the wife of
...................... whose certificate accompanies this
application.
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(One or both of the two preceding sentences to be
erased when not applicable to the case.) I believe
in a Supreme, Intelligent Creator and Ruler of
the Universe.
For further information I refer you to..................
....................
and........................................
The above application was signed in my pres
ence by ........................... with whom I am person
ally acquainted, and I do hereby propose and re
commend..........as a worthy candidate for ad
mission to this lodge.
REPORT OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE.

We have made all due inquiries relative to
................................ the above-named applicant,
and we do.......... recommend........... for admission
to this lodge.
.............................. Investigating
.............................. Committee
...................... . .19
Sec. 3. Fee.—The fee for admission, which
shall not be less than one dollar, must in all
cases accompay the application. If the appli
cant is rejected the fee shall be returned. Pro
vided, that in case of admission by card, when a
transfer certificate is furnished, no fee shall be
charged for admission, but the member on whose
behalf the certificate is furnished shall pay
twenty-five cents thereof.
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Sec. 4. Residence.—No person residing in
any other town where a lodge exists shall be re
ceived into this lodge without the consent of the
lodge or lodges where the applicant resides.
Sec. 5. Investigation.—The application, after
being recorded, shall be referred to an Investigat
ing Committee of three members, who shall make
all necessary inquiries, and report at the next
regular meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be
practicable. Any application may be withdrawn
before the report of the committee thereon, but
not afterward.
Sec. 6. Balloting.—When the Investigating
Committee have made their report, a ballot shall
be had with ball ballots, and if not more than two
black balls appear the applicant shall be declared
elected, but if more than two are black the appli
cant shall be declared rejected. Should three or
more black balls appear the lodge may by general
consent, or a majority vote, immediately retake
the ballot in order to verify the fact that black
balls were not cast by error, but the Noble Grand
and Vice Grand, who alone shall examine the
ballot, shall in no case state the number of black
balls cast. The ballot must be retaken before the
transaction of any other business and the second,
if taken, shall be the legal ballot. In balloting,
the ballot box shall be placed about the center of
the hall, and the result of the ballot shall be in
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spected by the Noble Grand and Vice Grand.

Sec. 7. Annulling Ballot.—Should the lodge
elect an applicant for membership and prior to
admission become satisfied that said applicant is
unworthy, the lodge may annul such election and
declare it void by a two-thirds vote of the quali
fied members present, notice of such proposed
action having been given at the previous meeting,
and the lodge shall then immediately proceed to
a new election, as provided in Section 6 of this
Article.
Sec. 8. Reconsideration of Ballot.—A recon
sideration of an unfavorable ballot may be had
only when all the members who cast the black
balls shall voluntarily make a motion for a recon
sideration, and in such case the vote on the re
consideration shall be by ball ballots, and if all
the votes cast shall be in favor of it, the reconsid
eration shall be had, whereupon the application
shall lie over until the next regular meeting,
when another ballot shall be held with ball ballots
and if the same be unanimously in favor, the
applicant shall thereby be elected, but if one or
more black balls appear in either ballot, the ap
plicant shall be declared rejected. Provided, al
ways, that such reconsideration shall be had
within the four meeting nights succeeding the
rejection.
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Sec. 9. Notice of Rejection.—When an appli
cant has been rejected, notice thereof shall imme
diately be sent to all Rebekah Lodges in the dis
trict, and no application from the same person
shall again be considered by any lodge, for the
space of six months.
Sec. 10. Forfeiture of Election.—Candidates
failing to present themselves for initiation or
membership within three months after being
notified to be present their election shall be null
and void, unless by unanimous vote of the lodge
such time shall be extended.

Sec. 11. Reinstatements.—A member of this
lodge suspended for non-payment of dues may be
reinstated by ball ballot upon the favorable vote
of a majority of the qualified members present
and the payment of the amount due at the time of
suspension ; provided, such sum shall not exceed
the amount of the admission fee. The applica
tion for reinstatement must be accompanied by
the full fee, and it shall be held, investigated and
reported upon under the same rules provided for
an original application.
Sec. 12. Readmission of Expelled Members.—
An application for readmission of an expelled
member shall be in the same form as provided in
Section 2. The application shall be referred to
the Investigating Committee, and upon the re-
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ception of their report a vote shall be had with
ball ballots on the question, “Shall application
be made to the Grand Lodge for permission to
readmit the applicant?” If two-thirds of the
votes be in the affirmative, such application shall
be made. At the next regular meeting after the
receipt of such permission, a ballot shall be taken
on the question of readmission, and if not more
than two black balls appear, the applicant shall
be readmitted.
Sec. 13. Propositions Secret.—When a propo
sition for membership is under consideration, the
same shall not be divulged to any person not a
member of a Rebekah Lodge until a decision is
made, nor then unless the decision is favorable;
provided, that no part of this section shall be so
construed as to prevent the Investigating Com
mittee from making such inquiries as their duties
pressribe.
ARTICLE III.
MEETINGS.

Section 1. Regular Meetings.—This lodge shall
hold regular meetings as provided by its By-laws,
which cannot be less than one a month.
Sec. 2. Special Meetings.—Special meetings
may be called at the option of the Noble Grand,
and shall be called on the written request of seven
members, of which meeting due notice shall be
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given, and no business shall be transacted other
than that specified in the call.
Sec. 3. Quorum.—Five members of the lodge,
including one qualified to preside, shall constitute
a quorum.
Sec. 4. Presiding Officer.—In the absence of
the Noble Grand and Vice Grand, the Junior
Past Noble Grand present shall preside.

ARTICLE IV.
OFFICERS.

Section 1. Elective Officers.—The elective offi
cers of this lodge shall be Noble Grand, Vice
Grand, Secretary and Treasurer, and if so provid
ed by the By-laws, a Financial Secretary, who
shall serve a regular term each.
Sec. 2. Appointed Officers.—The appointed
officers shall be Warden, Conductor, Outside
Guardian, Inside Guardian, Right Supporter of
the Noble Grand, Left Supporter of the Noble
Grand and Chaplain, to be appointed by the
Noble Grand; Right Supporter of the Vice Grand,
and Left Supporter of the Vice Grand, to he ap
pointed by the Vice Grand.
Sec. 3. Qualifications.—All members in good
standing shall be eligible to any office, except that
to be eligible to the office of Noble Grand a mem
ber must have served one term as Vice Grand in
a Rebekah Lodge, and to be eligible to the office
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of Vice Grand, a member must have served one
term in some elected or appointed office in a Re
bekah Lodge other than that of Trustee.
Sec. 4. Nominations.—Nominations for elect
ive officers shall be made only on the two regular
meetings immediately proceeding that of the elec
tion, except when all nominees for an office de
cline, in which case nominations may be made on
the evening of election.
Sec. 5. Time for Election and Installation.—
Officers shall be elected at the last regular meet
ing in each term, and installed at the first regular
meeting in the succeeding one. Provided, how
ever, that no officer shall be installed until the
proper returns to the Grand Lodge have been for
warded to the Grand Secretary.
Sec. 6. Tellers.—At each election the Noble
Grand shall appoint three tellers, who shall can
vass the vote and report the result of the ballot.
Sec. 7. Election.—All elective officers shall be
chosen separately by ballot, by a majority of the
valid votes cast. In case no candidate has such a
majority, the balloting shall be continued until
there shall be an election; but after the second
ballot the candidate having the lowest number of
votes shall be withdrawn from the nomination at
each succeeding ballot, and no vote shall be
counted or considered in any ballot unless it be
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counted or considered in any ballot unless it be
for a candidate who is in nomination.
Sec. 8. Election by Unanimous Vote.—In any
case where only one person is in nomination for
an office, a single member may be appointed to
cast the vote of the lodge for that person, the
same to be considered as the unanimous vote of
the lodge.
Sec. 9. Vacancies.—Any officer being absent
for more than three consecutive meetings without
reasonable excuse, the office may be declared
vacant by vote of the lodge. All vacancies shall
be filled at the next regular meeting after they
occur, in the same manner as originally filled.
Sec. 10. Honors of Office.—All officers, to be
entitled to the honors of the office, must serve a
majority of the meeting nights of a term, and
until the end thereof, except in case of filling a
vacancy, when they must serve a majority of the
meeting nights remaining, and until the end of the
term, or in case of personal sickness, when excus
ed from time to time by vote of the lodge.
ARTICLE V.
DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Section 1. Noble Grand.—The Noble Grand
shall preside at all meetings of the lodge; enforce
a due observance of the Constitution and laws;
see that all officers and members of committees
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per Form their respective duties as required by
their charge of office and these laws ; appoint all
officers and committees not otherwise provided
for; give a casting vote only on questions before
the lodge, except those which are decided by
written or ball ballot (in such case being entitled
to an original vote), and appeals from the decision
of the chair; inspect and announce the result of
all ballotings or other votes by the lodge; have
charge of the charter; draw on the Treasurer or
Trustees for such sums as may be legally voted
by the lodge; and perform such other duties as
appertain to the office by the charge and the laws
of the Order; and shall not make or second any
motion or take part in any debate while in the
chair, except when an appeal is taken from the
decision of the chair.
Sec. 2. Vice Grand.—The Vice Grand shall
assist the Noble Grand in presiding in the lodge;
appoint the Supporters of the Vice Grand; have
special charge of the door, under the Noble Grand;
in the absence of that officer preside in the lodge;
and perform all other duties required by the
charges and laws of the Order.
Sec. 3. Recording Secretary.—The Recording
Secretary shall keep an accurate record of the
proceedings of the lodge; keep properly filed and
endorsed all documents pertaining thereto; write
all communications not otherwise ordered; attest
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to all moneys voted by the lodge; fill up all cards
and certificates granted by the lodge; have charge
of the seal; prepare the annual returns required
by the Grand Lodge; notify all candidates of
their election immediately thereafter; and issue
all summonses or other notices required.
Sec. 4. Financial Secretary.—The Financial
Secretary shall keep accurate accounts between
the lodge and its members, entering all charges
as they become due, and crediting all amounts
paid; give a receipt for all moneys received, and
pay the same over to the Treasurer as soon as
possible, taking a receipt therefor; notify all mem
bers indebted to the lodge for one year’s dues,
and report the same to the lodge; and make out
at the end of the term a statement of all moneys
received and paid to the Treasurer. In case no
Financial Secretary is provided for by the By-laws,
the Recording Secretary shall perform the duties
required in this section.
Sec. 5. Treasurer.—The Treasurer shall re
ceive from the Secretary all lodge moneys col
lected; pay all orders drawn on the Treasurer by
the Noble Grand and attested by the Recording
Secretary; keep a full and correct account of all
moneys received and expended, paying over to
the Trustees such surplus as may be provided by
the By-laws, taking their receipt for the same;
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make a report monthly or otherwise, as the Bylaws may provide; make out at the end of the
term for the lodge a full and particular report of
the receipts and expenditures for the term; and
have the books and vouchers ready for the exam
ination of the Finance Committee.
Sec. 6. Warden—The Warden shall act as
messenger to the lodge; superintend the ballotings; canvass all votes on motions and resolutions
when required so to do; have charge of the re
galia; and perform such other duties as are pre
scribed in the charge of office.
Sec. 7. Other Officers.—The other officers shall
perform such duties as are prescribed for them by
the general regulations, and the charges of their
respective offices.
Sec. 8. Free from Indebtedness—All Officers
and Trustees must be free from indebtedness to
the lodge at the time of their assuming office.
And at the expiration of their term of office they
shall surrender to their successors all books and
other property of the lodge in their hands.
ARTICLE VI.
TRUSTEES.

SectioN 1. Trustees.—This lodge shall elect at
the same time and under the same regulations as
provided for the election of officers, a Board of
Trustees, to consist of three or more members,
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who shall serve one year; or, if the by-laws so
provide, they may be chosen to serve three years,
one or more being chosen each year. They shall
be denominated “Trustees of the funds of
Mizpah Rebekah Lodge, No. 62

I. O. O. F., and shall hold in trust all its perma
nent funds, stocks and securities. They shall
deposit, exchange or transfer the same, or any
part thereof, only when authorized so to do by a
two-thirds vote of the lodge. They shall deposit
all money that shall come into their hands in such
bank or trust company as the lodge shall select, in
the name of the lodge, and no money shall be
drawn out except on the order of a majority ot the
Trustees. At the first regular meeting in January
they shall furnish the lodge with a full report of
the funds in their possession, how they are in
vested, and their estimated market value, and
shall have their books and accounts ready for the
examination of the Finance Committee. The
Trustees shall hold no elective office.
ARTICLE VII.
DUES.

Section 1. Dues.—The regular dues to this
lodge shall be such sum as the By-laws may pro
vide, not less than one dollar per year.
ARTICLE VIII.
CARDS AND CERTIFICATES.

Section 1.

Visiting Cards.—Any member in
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good standing, wishing for a visiting card, shall
be entitled to the same on application, if no ob
jection be made; otherwise by a majority vote, on
the payment of all dues to the time for which the
card is granted, and such fee for the card as the
By-laws may provide. During the recess of the
lodge, the Noble Grand and Secretary may issue
such card on written application for the same,
and shall make report at the next meeting of the
lodge. All visiting cards must be returned to
the lodge at the expiration of the time for which
they are granted.
Sec. 2. Withdrawal Cards.—An application for
a withdrawal card must be made in writing, or
personally in open lodge, when, if the member be
in good standing, a vote shall be had with ball
ballots. If a majority be in favor of granting the
card, the membership is thereby severed.
Sec. 3. Reinstatement and Withdrawal Card.—
A member suspended for non-payment of dues,
who shall make application for reinstatement and
a withdrawal card, may be reinstated and granted
such card at any time within five years from date
of suspension, upon the payment of one year’s
dues and the price of the card.
Sec. 4. Dismissal Certificate.—A lodge may,
upon proper application and the receipt of one
dollar, by a majority vote of the qualified mem
bers present, grant a dismissal certificate to a
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member who has been suspended or dropped for
non-payment of dues. Provided, that if such
member has been suspended for five years, or
wishes to join a lodge in another jurisdiction, or
if the lodge has refused to reinstate, then the
member shall ba entitled to a dismissal certificate
without vote.
ARTICLE IX.
PENALTIES AND TRIALS.

Section 1. Non-payment of Dues.—No member
of this lodge who is in arrears for more than
thirteen weeks’ dues shall be entitled to the term
password or to vote in the lodge. A member
owing one year’s dues may be suspended by a
majority vote of the lodge; provided, that, if pos
sible, the Secretary shall, one month previously,
have given such member notice of the amount of
indebtedness and the liability to suspension.
Sec. 2. Neglect of Official Duty.—Any officer
or Trustee, failing to discharge the duty of the
office to the satisfaction of the lodge, may be
dismissed from such office by a majority vote of
the lodge, one meeting after a resolution to that
effect has been offered; provided, that upon the
introduction of such resolution the Secretary
shall at once forward a copy of the same to the
member, giving notice of the time when it will
come before the lodge.
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Sec. 3. Violation of Law.—A member who
violates this Constitution or the By-laws of this
lodge, or the principles of Odd Fellowship, shall
upon conviction thereof, be reprimanded, sus
pended or expelled; but shall be entitled to a
fair trial, and a right to appeal; first, from the
decision of the Trial Committee to the lodge,
second, from the decision of the lodge to the
Grand Lodge, if the penalty be suspension or
expulsion. The accused may appear with coun
sel, provided, the counsel be an Odd Fellow in
good standing. The accuser shall have the same
rights.
Sec. 4. Charges and Trials.—All charges
against a member, and all proceedings under such
charges, must be in accordance with the provi
sions of the Penal Code adopted by the Grand
Lodge.
Sec. 5. Votes upon Charges.—On all questions
involving the expulsion of a member, the affirma
tive vote of two-thirds of the qualified members
present shall be required. On a question involv
ing reprimand or suspension, the affirmative vote
of a majority of the qualified members present shall
suffice. And all such voting shall be by ball ballotARTICLE X.
FUNDS.

Section 1. Misappropriation of Funds.—The
lodge shall not appropriate any of its funds for

the payment, wholly or in part, of the ex
penses of any parade, entertainment, excursion,
ball, picnic, etc., except for the celebration of the
anniversary of the Order, on the 26th of April.
Provided, that the foregoing shall not he so con
strued as to prohibit such appropriation of any
money which may have been received from other
than the usual and legitimate revenues of the
lodge, such money not having been previously
paid into the lodge treasury as lodge funds. And
provided, further, that the lodge may set aside an
amount not to exceed five per cent. of its receipts
for dues to form a contingent fund for the pay
ment of any legitimate expenses.

ARTICLE XI.
TERMS AND RETURNS.

Section 1. Terms.—The regular terms shall
commence on the first meeting in January annu
ally, and each term shall end when the succeeding
one commences.
Sec. 2. Returns.—At the close of each term the
officers for the term shall prepare all returns re
quired by the Grand Lodge, and immediately
forward the same to the Grand Secretary. If said
returns are not received by the Grand Secretary
on or before the twentieth of January in each
year, the lodge shall be fined one dollar for each
day’s delay after the twentieth, unless an excuse
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satisfactory to the Board of Grand Officers shall
have been presented.
ARTICLE XII.
FORFEITURE OF CHARTER.

Section. 1. For What, Cause.—Should this
lodge fail to forward the required returns for two
terms; or fail to hold regular meetings for the
space of three months; or should its membership
become reduced by any cause below the legal
number, its charter shall be forfeited, and the last
installed officers shall transmit or surrender to the
Grand Master or his Deputy, or to such brother
as the Grand Lodge may appoint to receive them,
the charier, books, papers, furniture, funds and
other property of the lodge.

ARTICLE XIII.
BY-LAWS.

Section 1. May Adopt.—This lodge may adopt
such By-laws and rules for its government as shall
seem necessary to supplement this Constitution,
provided, they do not contravene any part of this
Constitution, the laws of the Grand Lodge or the
principals of the Order.
Sec. 2. How Adopted.—A proposition to amend
certain specified sections of these By-laws having
been presented and recorded at a regular meeting
of the lodge, the same may be considered at the
next regular meeting thereafter, when the section
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or articles so specified may be amended in such
manner as may be agreed upon by an affirmative
vote of two-thirds of the members present and
qualified to vote.
Sec. 3. Approval of By-laws.—On the adoption
or amendment of any By-law, also before the
printing of a new edition of the By-laws, whether
amended or not, a certified copy thereof shall be
forwarded to the committee on By-laws; and no
such By-laws or amendments shall be valid unless
approved by said Committee or by the Grand
Lodge when in session.
ARTICLE XIV.
AMENDMENTS TO THIS CONSTITUTION.

Section 1. How Adopted.—A proposition to
amend or annul certain specified sections or
articles of this Constitution having been presented
at any annual session of the Grand Lodge, the
sections or articles so specified may then be
amended or annulled in such manner as may be
agreed upon by the affirmative vote of two-thirds
of the members voting.
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BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE I.
MEETINGS.

Section 1. Meetings.—This lodge shall hold
its regular sessions on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month.

Sec. 2. Hour of Meetings.—The hour for open
ing shall be on and after May 1 to September 1,
at 8 o’clock; on and after September 1 to May 1,
at 7:30 o’clock.

ARTICLE II.
OFFICERS.

Section 1. Elective.—The elective officers of
this lodge shall consist of a Noble Grand, Vice
Grand, Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary
and Treasurer. Under the same rules provided
by the Constitution for the nomination and elec
tion of officers there shall also be elected a Pianist.
Sec. 2. Trustees.—The Board of Trustees shall
consist of three members, who shall be elected
annually.
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ARTICLE III.
FEES AND DUES.

Section 1. Admission.—The fee for admission
by initiation or card shall be one dollar.
Sec. 2. Reinstatement.—The fee for reinstate
ment shall be as provided in Article II, Section
11, of the Constitution.
Sec. 3. Cards.—The fee fora visiting or with
drawal card shall be twenty-five cents.
Sec. 4. Dues.—The dues of this lodge shall
be one dollar per year, to be paid fifty cents semi
annually, on or before the last meeting in June
and December of each year.
ARTICLE IV.
CONTINGENT FUND.

Section 1. The Treasurer shall set aside ten
per cent. of the receipts for dues as a Contingent
Fund.
ARTICLE V.
COMMITTEES.

/

Section 1. Standing Committees.—The standing
committees shall be Investigating, Finance, and
Visiting. They shall be appointed immediately
after installation, the majority by the Noble
Grand and minority by the Vice Grand, subject
to the approval of the lodge.
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Sec. 2. Investigating.—The Investigating Com
mittee shall consist of three members, two sisters
and one brother, whose duty shall be as provided
in Article II, Section 5, of the Constitution. At
least one member of the committee must see the
candidate before making report.
Sec. 3. Finance.—The Finance committee
shall consist of three members, two sisters and
one brother. They shall examine and certify to
the correctness of all claims against the lodge
previous to the payment of the same. They shall
audit the accounts of the Trustees, Treasurer and
Financial Secretary at the close of each term, and
they shall make a full and correct report in writ
ing of the financeal condition of the lodge at the
close of each term.
Sec. 4. Visiting.—-The Visiting Committee
shall consist of the Vice Grand, she to appoint
eight sisters, whose duty it shall be to visit such
members as may be reported sick, within twentyfour hours after receiving such information; and
render them such assistance as may be in their
power, and in the discharge of their duties they
may require the aid of the members.
Sec. 5. Entertainment-—The Entertainment
Committee shall consist of six members, to be
appointed by the Noble Grand the first meeting
in the month, to serve for the following month.
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ARTICLE VI.
MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1. Applicants. All applications for
an election to membership shall be governed by
the provisions of Article II of the Constitution.
ARTICLE VII.
FUNERALS.

Section 1. Funeral Service.—It shall be the
duty of the Noble Grand to confer with the friends
of any member of this lodge who may die in good
standing, and if they desire the burial service of
the Order, it shall be the duty of the Noble Grand,
Vice Grand, Recording Secretary and Chaplain,
personally or by proxy, to attend the funeral, fol
low the remains to the place of interment, and at
such place as they may deem advisable perform
such service. If any funeral is outside the town
of Winterport, it shall be optional with the above
officers to attend or not.
Sec. 2. Floral Offering.—In case of the death
of a member in good standing, there shall be pro
vided a floral offering, at an expense not exceed
ing five dollars.
ARTICLE VIII.
PENALTIES.

Section. 1. Non-payment of Dues.—Any mem
ber in arrears for dues, shall be dealt with in
accordance with Article IX, Section 1, of the Con-
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stitution.
Sec. 2. Penalty for Revealing Secrets.—The
Noble Grand shall read this section on the rejec
tion of any application:
Any member of this lodge who shall reveal any
of the secrets of the Order, divulge any proceed
ings of this or any other lodge required to be kept
secret, or the name of a member who may have
spoken or voted against an applicant for member
ship, the name of an applicant proposed or re
jected, or the reason for their rejection, shall be
reprimanded, suspended or expelled, at the dis
cretion of the lodge.
Orrie E. Moody,
Committee
Mattie A. Carleton,
on
Estella A. Campbell, By-laws.
Approved, Aug. 1, 1920.

George E. Kenworthy,
John W. Gorman,

Committee on By-laws,
Grand Lodge.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

After the Lodge has been duly opened, the
business shall be taken up in the following man
ner:
1. Calling the Roll of Officers by the Secretary,
2. Reading and approving the Records of the
last meeting.
3. Report of Visiting Committee and consider
ation of members sick and in distress, needing
our aid and sympathy.
4. Proposition for membership
5. Communications read and disposed of.
6. Bills read and referred.
7. Application for Cards.
8. Report of Special Committees.
9. Report of Trustees.
10. Report of Treasurer.
11. Report of Finance Committee.
12. Report of Entertainment Committee.
13. Report of Investigating Committee.
14. Balloting for New Members.
15. Conferring the Degree.
16. Recess.
17. Unfinished Business.
18. New Business.
19. Good of the Order.

RULES OF ORDER.

1. During the continuance of the session the
most decorus silence must be observed, the offic
ers and members retaining their respective seats
unless absolutely necessary to leave them, and no
one leaving the lodge without the permission of
the Noble Grand, nor entering without the con
sent of the Vice Grand.
2. The Noble Grand while presiding shall state
every question coming before the lodge, and shall
ask, “Is the lodge ready for the question?” and
unless a member rises to speak, the Noble Grand
shall then proceed to put the question, and after
the Noble Grand has risen, a member shall not be
allowed to speak upon it. The Noble Grand shall
announce the decision of the lodge on all subjects.
The Noble Grand shall not speak on any subject
from the chair; when the decision of the Noble
Grand is appealed from, the question shall be put
thus: Will the lodge sustain the decision of the
chair?”
3. A motion shall not be subject to action until
seconded and stated by the chair, and at the desire
of any member shall be given in writing.
4. When any question is before the lodge, a
motion shall not be received unless it be to close
the lodge; to lay on the table; for the previous
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question; to postpone to a day certain ; to commit ;
to amend; to postpone indefinitely; which several
motions shall have precedence in the order herein
arranged, and with the exception of the last four
shall be decided without debate, provided that a
motion to close the lodge shall not be in order
until after the Order of Business has been acted
upon.
5. The Noble Grand or any member may call
a member to order while speaking, when the
debate shall be suspended and the member shall
not speak until the point or order is determined,
unless to appeal from the chair, when he or she
may use the following words, and none other:
“Noble Grand, I respectfully appeal from the
chair to the lodge; ” whereupon the lodge with
out further debate or remarks upon the matter
under discussion, shall proceed to act upon the
question: “Will the lodge sustain the decision of
the chair?”
6. Every member when speaking or offering
a motion shall be standing, and shall respectfully
address the chair, and when done speaking shall
be seated; while speaking, members shall confine
themselves to the question under debate, avoiding
all personality and indecorous language, as well
as any reflection upon the officers or members of
the lodge. Should two or more members rise to
speak at the same time, the Noble Grand shall
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decide which is entitled to the floor.
7. Every member of the lodge shall have the
privilege of speaking twice on any question under
consideration, but no more, unless by the permis
sion of the Noble Grand.
8. If any member, while speaking, should be
called to order by the Noble Grand, he or she
shall cease speaking and be seated until the ques
tion of order is determined, when, if permitted,
he or she may again proceed. Any member feel
ing dissatisfied with the decision of the Noble
Grand can appeal to the lodge.
9. A member shall not be permitted to speak
or vote on any question before the lodge, unless
clothed in full regalia of his or her office.
10 When any communication, petition, or
memorial is presented by a member of this lodge,
before it is read, or any vote taken on it, a brief
statement of its contents shall be made by the
introducer of the Noble Grand, and after it has
been read, a brief notice of its purpose shall be
entered on the records.
11. After any question has been decided, any
two members who vote with the majority may,
at the same or the next regular session, move for
the reconsideration thereof.
12. The previous question may be called for
by any two members, and shall be put in this
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form: “Shall the main question be now put?”
and until it is decided, shall preclude all further
amendments and debate; the vote shall, if decided
in the affirmative, be immediately taken on the
last proposition, and progressively up to the
original motion; the effect of a negative decision
shall be to leave the question open for debate
until disposed of; it shall only be admitted when
demanded by a majority of the members present.
13. Any five members calling for the yeas and
nays, they shall be ordered by the Noble Grand
and recorded on the minutes.
14. All questions not provided for by these
By- laws and Rules, shall de determined by Cush
ing’s Manual.
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